SPEECH

2SHQLQJVSHHFK
H.E. Deputy Prime Minister Nguyen Thien Nhan

Honored guests,
Dear delegates,
2QEHKDOIRIWKH9LHWQDPHVH*RYHUQPHQW,ZRXOGOLNHWRH[WHQGWR\RXKRQRUDEOH
UHSUHVHQWDWLYHVIURP$VLDQDQG(XURSHDQFRXQWULHVLQWHUQDWLRQDORUJDQL]DWLRQV
as well as all participants taking part in this forum, my warmest welcome and best
wishes for your good health and well-being in the coming New Year.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
In recent years, building a framework for lifelong learning has become an emerging
trend, a goal much sought after by many education systems all over the world.
* To know and to be, one must learn.
* To acquire a profession and secure a job, one must learn.
* To make oneself and others happy, one must learn.
* To contribute to the development of the country and of mankind, one must learn.
7KH9LHWQDPHVHKDYHIRUPDQ\JHQHUDWLRQVDWWDFKHGJUHDWLPSRUWDQFHWROHDUQLQJ±
it is considered a basic foundation for becoming a proper person free from the plight
RISRYHUW\³:LWKRXWWHDFKHURQHFDQQRWPDNHKLVZD\LQWKHZRUOG´JRHVWKHVD\LQJ
that our people have always honored. Right after regaining national independence
LQ$XJXVWZLWKRYHURIWKHSRSXODWLRQLOOLWHUDWH3UHVLGHQW+R&KL0LQK
advocated “eliminating the enemy of ignorance”, and launched a nation-wide
movement to combat illiteracy. He asserted that “an illiterate nation is a weak nation”
and believed that “learning is an unlimited realm”; “As the world moves unceasingly
forward” said Ho Chi Minh, “ those who fail to learn will fall behind”; “learning should
be lifelong.
,Q9LHW1DPUHXQL¿HGDVDZKROO\LQGHSHQGHQWFRXQWU\DIWHU\HDUVRI
VWUXJJOHIRUQDWLRQDOLQGHSHQGHQFH\HDUVODWHULWDWWDLQHGXQLYHUVDOL]DWLRQRI
SULPDU\HGXFDWLRQZKHQFRXQWU\¶VDQQXDO*'3SHUFDSLWDUHPDLQHGXQGHU86'
LQZHDFKLHYHGXQLYHUVDOL]DWLRQRIORZHUVHFRQGDU\HGXFDWLRQZKLOHRXUDQQXDO
*'3ZDV86'7KHSURSRUWLRQRIVWXGHQWVIRUHYHU\SHRSOHLVDQG
RYHURISHRSOHHQJDJHGLQKLJKHUHGXFDWLRQVWXG\DUHOHDUQHUVFXPZRUNHUV
7KHOLIHORQJOHDUQLQJFRQFHSWZDVIRUPDOO\LQVWLWXWLRQDOL]HGLQWKH/DZRQ(GXFDWLRQ
LQDQGDGXOWHGXFDWLRQDQGQRQIRUPDOHGXFDWLRQKDYHFRQWLQXHGWRJURZE\
OHDSVDQGERXQGV,QWKH3ULPH0LQLVWHURI9LHW1DPVLJQHGWKH'HFLVLRQ
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QXPEHUHG4Ĉ77JWRDSSURYHWKHVFKHPHRQ³%XLOGLQJD/HDUQLQJ6RFLHW\
LQWKHSHULRGRI´2QHRIWKHIXQGDPHQWDOJRDOVRIWKLVSURMHFWLV“… to
create good opportunities and favorable conditions for everybody at every stage of
life and at whatever level to pursue learning constantly, continually and throughout
his/her life at any time, any places and any grades of study; mobilizing the integrated
strength of the whole society in building up and promoting educations; every people,
every organization sharing the responsibility and the duty of studying and actively
participating in building up a learning society.”
In April of 2006, the National Congress of the Communist Party of Viet Nam
advocated “to gradually shift from the current education model toward an open one
– namely, the model of learning society with lifelong learning system, continuing,
equivalent and interdisciplinary learning forms; establishing and developing a
OHDUQLQJQHWZRUNZLWKÀH[LEOHVWXG\DQGSUDFWLFHPRGDOLWLHVPHHWLQJWKHFRQWLQXLQJ
and lifelong learning demands of the people, generating various possibilities and
opportunities for the learners, thus ensuring social equality in education.”
In the Vietnamese education network, there are two open universities -- Ha Noi Open
8QLYHUVLW\DQG+R&KL0LQK&LW\2SHQ8QLYHUVLW\±ZLWKGLVWDQFHSURJUDPVWKDWKDYH
HQJDJHGWRGDWHRYHUXQGHUJUDGXDWHVDFFRXQWLQJIRURIWKHWRWDO
students in the country.
,QDGGLWLRQWRQDWLRQDOHGXFDWLRQLQVWLWXWLRQVWKHUHDUHDWSUHVHQWFRPPXQLW\
OHDUQLQJFHQWHUVPDQDJHGE\DXWKRULWLHVDWWKHFRPPXQDOOHYHOFRYHULQJRI
the communes in the country.
,Q9LHW1DPWKHUHH[LVWVDQDWLRQZLGHQHWZRUNIRUOHDUQLQJSURPRWLRQZKLFKKDVLWV
roots in the commune-based units that together form provincial learning promotion
FKDSWHUVZKLFKLQGXHFRXUVHHOHFWD1DWLRQDO([HFXWLYH&RPPLWWHHRI/HDUQLQJ
3URPRWLRQZKLFKPRELOL]HVRYHUPLOOLRQVRIPHPEHUVLQFOXGLQJIRUPHUWHDFKHUVDQG
political and social workers who are dedicated to promoting the cause of learning for all
age-groups. Each year, on the 2nd of October, we celebrate Learning Promotion Day.
3UHVHQWO\/LIHORQJ/HDUQLQJLQ9LHW1DPLVEDVHGRQ¿YHSLOODUV)RUPDO(GXFDWLRQ
Vocational Education, Distance Education, Continuing Education Centers and
&RPPXQLW\/HDUQLQJ&HQWHUV6WLOOZHUHFRJQL]HWKDW///RSSRUWXQLWLHVDUHFXUUHQWO\
available to only a very small proportion of the population and that there are
limitations in terms of learning quality and outcomes.
:LWKWKLVDZDUHQHVV9LHW1DPHDUQHVWO\VRXJKWWRKRVWDQGFRRUJDQL]HWRJHWKHU
with ASEM and UNESCO Ha Noi this Lifelong Learning Forum in order to further
clarify the concept and the role of lifelong learning in the process of building a
learning society and developing national and regional LLL strategies; to share good
SUDFWLFHVDQGH[SHULHQFHVLQLPSOHPHQWLQJ///VWUDWHJLHVDPRQJWKH$6(0QDWLRQV
to create an open space for sharing research, identifying new ideas, developing
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OHJLVODWLYHRUJDQL]DWLRQDODQG¿QDQFLDOIUDPHZRUNVDPRQJWKH$6(0VWDWHVDVZHOO
as between the countries of our two regions; to encourage academic co-operation
in LLL study between and among the ASEM universities and enhance research
FDSDFLW\DQGEURDGHQSHUVSHFWLYHVIRU$6(0UHVHDUFKHUVLQWKH///¿HOGWRLGHQWLI\
WKHFXUUHQWVLWXDWLRQ ZLWKLQDSSURSULDWHSROLWLFDOVRFLDODQGFXOWXUDOFRQWH[WVDQG
the advantages as well as the obstacles for LLL development in order to bring about
LLL opportunities for all; to strengthen linkages between and among researchers and
politicians of the two regions with a view to developing future policies and enhancing
LLL programs and activities.
Today, in the Capital City of Hanoi, UNESCO’s City for Peace of 1999, the Viet Nam
)RUXPRQ/LIHORQJ/HDUQLQJZHOFRPHVPRUHWKDQGLVWLQJXLVKHGSDUWLFLSDQWV
-- ladies and gentlemen representing nations across Asia and Europe -- to this
assembly with the common aim of building and improving the LLL network.
The Viet Nam Forum for Lifelong Learning takes place at a time when our country
is actively preparing for the 11th National Congress of the Communist Party of Viet
Nam. One of the educational development guidelines which contributes to achieving
WKHJRDORIQDWLRQDODGYDQFHPHQWLVVSHFL¿HGLQWKHGRFXPHQWGUDIWWREHVXEPLWWHG
to the Congress: “Education and formation has the mission of raising the people’s
LQWHOOHFWXDOVWDQGDUGVFXOWLYDWLQJWKHWDOHQWVPDNLQJVLJQL¿FDQWFRQWULEXWLRQVWR
building the Vietnamese culture. To develop education and formation, together with
the development of science and technology, top the national policies; investment in
education and formation is an investment for development. To comprehensively and
vigorously renovate the education and formation system to meet the development
requirements of the society; enhancing the service’s quality according to the
orientation of standardization, modernization, socialization and effectively serving
the cause of building and safeguarding the Fatherland. Vigorously promote the
building of a learning society, generating opportunities and conditions of
lifelong learning for all and every citizen.”
At the same time, Viet Nam is preparing a strategy of education development for
WKHSHULRGRIDQGDVFKHPHRQEXLOGLQJDOHDUQLQJVRFLHW\LQWKHSHULRG
RILQZKLFK///LVFRQVLGHUHGDVERWKDJRDODQGDPHDVXUHIRUEXLOGLQJ
a learning society. One of the important criteria maintained by our country is: “… to
ensure necessary conditions to facilitate all people of all age-groups, at all levels to
pursue learning constantly and throughout their lives so as to contribute to raising the
intellectual standards of the people and the capacity of the citizens, enhancing the
quality of our human resources as well as that of the individual lives, of the families
and of the society as a whole.”
:HVHHWKLV)RUXPDVDQH[FHOOHQWRSSRUWXQLW\IRU9LHW1DPWROHDUQDQGWRVKDUH
H[SHULHQFHVZLWKRXUSDUWQHUFRXQWULHVZLWKWKHYLHZRIEXLOGLQJDQGIXUWKHULPSURYLQJ
our LLL system.
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I hope that this forum will contribute to Viet Nam and the other nations represented
here today discovering solutions appropriate to attaining the goal of developing LLL
systems and building learning societies.
In this spirit, I declare the opening of the Viet Nam Forum: Lifelong Learning -p
%XLOGLQJD/HDUQLQJ6RFLHW\
On behalf of the Vietnamese Prime Minister, I am honored to thank ASEM and
UNESCO Ha Noi for their valuable contributions in terms of ideas and essential
VXSSRUWWRWKHRUJDQL]DWLRQRIWKLVHYHQW,ZRXOGOLNHWRFRQYH\WRWKHKRQRUDEOH
UHSUHVHQWDWLYHVDQGDPEDVVDGRUVRIWKHSDUWLFLSDWLQJFRXQWULHVWR+LV([FHOOHQF\
0U*ZDQJ-R.LP'LUHFWRURIWKH81(6&25HJLRQDO%XUHDXIRU(GXFDWLRQLQ$VLD
DQGWKH3DFL¿FWR0DGDP.DWKHULQH0OOHU0DULQ81(6&25HSUHVHQWDWLYHWR9LHW
Nam, to Dr. Arne Carlsen, Chairman of the ASEM LLL Hub, to all our distinguished
international and national guests, my best wishes for your good health and
happiness.

Thank you very much!
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